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ABSTRACT 

 

Global economic growth leads to the increased consumption of natural resources, pollution and loss of 

biodiversity and simultaneously widens the income gap between the wealthy and the poor. Global capitalism 

and economic expansion are driving forces for both income inequality and climate change. Capitalism is an 

economic system in which the ultimate goal is to make profit. Companies therefore compete with one another 

to make more profit producing and selling more goods in factories, using machines and large amount of 

energy and electricity. They expanse their business by launching new factories and cutting plants and trees. 

 

Man is inseparable from nature, though his relationship with it takes different shapes in different eras. 

When he was an uncivilized man he completely depended upon nature for his food, security and 

entertainment like animals, birds and other living creatures. This paper is an attempt to analysis expansion of 

capitalism and its reflection in R. K. Narayan’s story ‘The Axe’  
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Global economic growth leads to the increased consumption of natural resources, pollution and loss of 

biodiversity and simultaneously widens the income gap between the wealthy and the poor. Global capitalism 

and economic expansion are driving forces for both income inequality and climate change. Capitalism is an 

economic system in which the ultimate goal is to make profit. Companies therefore compete with one another 

to make more profit producing and selling more goods in factories, using machines and large amount of 

energy and electricity. They expanse their business by launching new factories and cutting plants and trees. 

Man is inseparable from nature, though his relationship with it takes different shapes in different eras. 

When he was an uncivilized man he completely depended upon nature for his food, security and 

entertainment like animals, birds and other living creatures. As he acquired progress he became hungry for 
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development and luxury; he started to consider himself as the most superior creature in the environment. 

Gandhi ji once said “The earth provides enough to satisfy everyman needs but not every man’s greed” 

(Schumacher P.29) unfortunately, overpowered by his greed, man started plundering earth and dominating 

other creatures. 

In this money power age, his domination has increased so much that turned into the destruction of 

nature. In the name of modernization, development, progress and industrialization man is separating himself 

from nature and has no respect for trees, birds and animals. This phenomenon has beautifully been depicted 

by Indian English writers in their writings. 

R.K. Narayan is a famous novelist, storyteller, columnist and essayist. His writings became famous 

across the globe for their magnificent representation of Indian culture and traditions that are woven around an 

imaginary town called Malgudi. The permanent setting of Malgudi itself is shown as a vibrant town 

symbolically representing a vast environmental setting with human beings, animals and nature. 

Perhaps no other writer of his time has taken up the environmental issues seriously as taken by 

Narayan. His style of writing short stories is simple yet heart touching. His character are common people like 

peasants, workers, drivers etc. who enjoy wonderful relations with nature. One such character Velan, the 

protagonist of the story ‘The Axe’. The short story moves the nature lovers deeply for its striking narration 

and the unforgettable character Velan who is totally mingled with nature and trees of the Kumar Bagh. The 

story introduces Velan in his teen age in his village Koppal. At the age of eighteen he left home when his 

father slapped him for some mistake. Out of rage Velan walked out of his village Koppal and reached 

Malgudi town. After starving for a few days he found a work as an assistant to an old gardener in Malgudi. 

Their work was to clean a weed covered land. Velan toiled for many days and converted the rough land into a 

plain area by weeding out unwanted plants. 

As a result of Velan’s toil and hard work all the jungle gradually disappeared and the land stood a bare 

as a football field. On one side of the vast land, a house was to be built and on the other three sides, an 

extensive garden. 

The construction of the house and the laying of the garden went parallel. By the time the mangoes had 

sprouted they were laying the foundation of the house. About the time the Margosa sapling had shot up a 

couple of yards, the walls were also coming up. Velan used to compete with the constructors of the building 

in planting and nurturing his garden and plants. The parallelism between building and the garden has a 

symbolic message which needs to be understood. 

The construction  of the building is a symbol of modernization and expansion of capitalism which 

may initially look attractive, but will fade out someday. But, natural plants if nurtured whole heartedly, will 

go on showing gifts that are permanent and ever vibrant. 

Narayan’s keen love for nature and his power of observation are well presented in this short story 

through the character of Velan. The flower garden consisted of a variety of flowers such as hibiscus, jasmine, 
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roses and canna etc. when the old gardener suddenly fell ill, Velan became the chief gardener. He started 

treating the garden as his own family and the plants his own children. He used to talk to the plants in an 

encouraging voice to grow faster competing with the building. While watering them, he used to whisper: 

 

“Now look sharp, young fellows. The building is going up and up every day.  

If it is ready and we aren’t, we shall be the laughing stock of the town” (Narayan pp. 137-138) 

 

 These words depict Velan’s innocence and his immense faith in the spirit of equality among all the 

elements of nature whether human or inhuman. This incident of Velan’s talk to the plants shows us how 

Velan almost treated the trees equal to him and looked after them as children. 

Indian culture respects plants, trees, domestic animals, birds and even non-living elements like 

mountains and rivers. The same is reflected in Velan’s character. This shows bond between man and nature; 

which unfortunately has been broken due to modernization and capitalism. Velan used to talk to the plants as 

if he was talking to a fellow human being. He goes to the Margosa plant and grips its stem with his fingers 

and says: 

“Is this all, you scraggy one? What if you wave your head so high above mine? 

I can put my fingers around you and shake you up like this. Grow up, little one, grow up. 

Grow fat. Have a trunk which two pairs of arms can’t hug, and go up and spread. 

Be fit to stand beside this palace, otherwise I will pull you.” (Narayan P. 138) 

 

The words spoken by Velan may appear rough and rustic, but they are filled with love and concern. 

He looks like a typical father who scolds his children for treading the wrong path. 

With his full day of work in the garden, Velan was perfectly contented and happy. This shows that a 

man who lives in the lap of nature and works without any complaints towards life and is not greedy can lead a 

happy life. Such life shows the futility of modern life. 

The story narrates how changing times have transformed the relationship between land and man. In 

past man used to look a land more like a productive resource that feeds him and provides dwelling. But, in 

present scenario the land is looked at as a very precious commodity that has more commercial value. Hence 

emotional attachment or cultural bonding have no place in the era of commercialization. The importance of 

greenery is completely neglected in expansion of capitalism in face of development. 

The sons of the owner sold the house and the garden to a commercial buyer. The new party wanted no 

garden as they wanted to use the entire space to build small houses and sell them. The company which bought 

the house wanted to cut even the fruit trees by offering compensation to the leaseholder. They decided to 

wipe out the entire garden and pull down the building. They are going to build small houses by the score 

without leaving space even for a blade of grass. 
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This transformation in the attitudes of people from having a spacious house with vast gardens to small 

houses without even a blade of grass indicates the change in the life styles. In this capitalistic world; the land 

which was worshipped in past has become only a commercial commodity; people have no respect for 

agricultural land and garden. This shows how modern man is systematically alienating himself from nature. 

Velan was given a fortnight’s notice. Velan went round the garden and stood gazing at his plants. 

After few days Velan saw four men hacking the massive trunk of the Margosa. Unable to bear the sight, he let 

out a scream and rushed at those who were hacking. He wept and said: 

“This is my child, I planted  it. 

I saw it grow, I loved it. Don’t cut it down.”   (Narayan P. 143) 

Velan requested the workers to give him a little time until he bundles up his clothes and goes away. 

After he is gone, they can do what they like. 

At the end of the story Margosa and other plants were cut down. Bondage between Margosa and 

Velan is unfortunately severed symbolically with an axe by modernization, industrialization, 

commercialization and capitalism. Human greed is acting in face of capitalism like an axe against the 

environmental balance and the harmonious relation between man and nature. This story ends on a tragic note 

where the longtime bondage between Velan and garden becomes victim of capitalism. Velan’s innocent love 

for nature is defeated by the powerful hands of capitalism. 

Thus the story ‘The Axe’ truly reflects the expansion of capitalism in the name of development and 

urbanization. In this story Narayan exhibits his deep love for nature and expresses his agony for the 

destruction of nature due to emergence of capitalistic world. 

 

Works cited :- 

1. Bare Hans A., Global capitalism and climate change: The Need for an Alternative World System. 

Altamira Press, 2012. 

2. Glotfelty, Cheryll and Harold Fromm. (eds) The Ecocriticism Reader: Landmarks in Literary 

Ecology, Athens, The University of Georgia Press, 1996. 

3.        Hornby A.S., Advanced Learner’s Dictionary Oxford University Press 2022 

4.      Mahatma Gandi, quoted by E.F. Schumacher in Samll is Beautiful: A Study of Economics as if People 

Mattered (1973) Blond and Briggs, London 

5    Narayan, R.K., “The Axe”. Malgudi Days. Indian Thought Publications, Chennai, 1996,        pp. 136-144. 

6. Rueckert, William (1996) “Literature and Ecology: An Experiment in Ecocriticism,” in Glotfelty and 

Fromm (1996): 105-123. 

7.     Srinivas Noojilla and Prof. Ashok T., An Ecocritical Study of R.K. Narayan’s Short Story: “The Axe” in 

International Journal of English Language, Literature and Translation Studies Vol. 8. Issue.2. 2021 

(April-June). 

http://www.jaafr.org/

